
This weekend we begin our entry into the most holy and sacred week of the entire Church 

year.  We have arrived at Passion (Palm) Sunday.  We begin this weekend by gathering at the 

entrance of the church and we hear the gospel proclaimed that describes Jesus’ triumphant entry 

into Jerusalem.  And just as the crowds begin to clear and before the palms that were laid on the 

ground before Jesus are swept away from the street, we hear of His arrest, trial, and ultimately 

His crucifixion.  The one who came to set us free and give us new life has just lost His life.  The 

disciples and apostles are at a loss.  What are they going to do?  Who will they follow? 

  

Unlike the disciples, we know the rest of the story. . . let us not let this opportunity pass by to 

reflect upon the full weight of this gift that our God has given to us.  Let us take time to enter 

into this Passion Narrative today as well as the great Paschal Mystery that unfolds before us this 

week.  Let us remember the sacrifice that Jesus gave us, for you and for me.  Let us take these 

final days to prepare to celebrate with great joy the Resurrection of the Lord. 

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

We have a number of great celebrations that are taking place this week that I would like to draw 

your attention to and would like to invite you to participate in during Holy Week 2017. 

  

On Monday evening April 10 at 7:00 pm Archbishop Alexander Sample will celebrate the annual 

Chrism Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.  At this Mass the priests of 

the Archdiocese gather with the bishop for 2 primary reasons.  One, for the priests to renew their 

priestly promises that were made at their ordinations and secondly for the Archbishop to bless 

the Oils of the Sick, the Catechumens, and Sacred Chrism.  These oils are used throughout the 

year for the Church’s sacraments. 

  

On Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm, the last Lenten Reconciliation Service of the Vicariate will take 

place at Our Lady of the Lake Parish in Lake Oswego at 7:00 pm.  On Wednesday April 12, I 

will be hearing confessions from 5:00 pm until 7:00 pm.  Note, there will NOT be a Mass on 

Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm.  These will be the LAST two opportunities to receive 

reconciliation before Easter.  As Catholics we are required to go to confession at least once a 

year.  Please do not pass up these opportunities to receive God’s mercy and His forgiveness. 

  

On Thursday at 7:00 pm, we will gather as a Parish Community to celebrate Holy Thursday, the 

time when Jesus instituted the sacred Eucharist, that feeds us and nourishes us each day. 

  

Friday at 12 noon we will gather for the Stations of the Cross.  There will be a group that will go 

outside and do the stations along our outdoor stations and I will lead the stations in the 

Church.  Our students from the school will be joining us this year as well.  At 7:00 pm that same 

evening we will gather together to here again the reading of the Passion and to venerate the 

Cross which is our symbol of new life. 

  

Saturday evening we gather in darkness at 8:30 PM for the Easter vigil, where we will recount 

the history of our Salvation, celebrate the Lord’s triumph over death and welcome our newest 

members of the Catholic Church to the banquet of the Lord’s supper at the altar. 

  



On Easter Sunday we will have Mass at 8:00 am, 10:30 am and 12:30 pm.  NOTE, THERE IS 

NO 5:00 PM MASS ON EASTER SUNDAY!  


